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WELCOMING SPACES, BOTH INDOORS AND OUT,
MAKE FOR A PERFECT FAMILY GETAWAY
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ABOVE Metal roofing and
cementitious painted siding
were chosen for their fire-
resistant qualities.

opposITE Comfortable
furnishings surround a
custom coffee table by Dave
Marcoullier Wood Routings
while a chandelier from Circa
Lighting hangs overhead
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ET ON AN 8.2-ACRE PARCEL OF
rolling hills, vineyards, and lush
greenery, this Sonoma home was
built as a retreat from a San Francisco
family’s busy life in the city.

In 2018, the couple put together a
design team to include principal
architect Ani Wade of Wade Design
Architects, Katie Martinez of Katie
Martinez Design, and Richard Kirby
of Annadel Builders, with the goal of
creating a home where they could
disconnect, enjoy the outdoors, and
spend quality time with their two
young children.

Approaching the project as an
experiential process, Wade sited the
home based on views and topography
while also considering sunlight,
weather patterns, and how one would
approach the home and use it to
experience the larger surroundings.
“We focus on materiality, massing,
and the flow,” she says.

The four-bedroom, 4,300-square-
foot home combines traditional lines
with an open layout and a focus on the
outdoors. From the front, the home
borrows elements of East Coast
architecture, with steeper pitches and
a strong symmetry. “In the back, the
house is more fluid and open,” Wade
says. “And more about the indoor/
outdoor living and the pool.”
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ABOVE A generous kitchen allows the
homeowners to entertain friends and family.

oppPOSITE Pendant lights by Nickey Kehoe
overhang a custom dining table by Julian
Guintoli Custom Furniture.

Throughout, the home is warm, elegant,
and comfortable.

“We wanted the interiors to be approachable,
livable, and not overly complicated. The design is
both classic and current, with nothing stuffy or
too modern,” Martinez says. “It was important to
me that the home felt relaxed and natural, like its
setting. I also wanted to create spaces that
welcomed all ages—spaces where both children
and grandparents would be comfortable.”

Martinez relied on a clean, airy palette of white
walls and natural oak flooring and beams,
complemented by pops of color, such as the red
dining chairs, the green of the primary bedframe,
and the blues of the family room.

“Ilove the dark paneled family room as it offers
avery different experience from the rest of the
house,” Martinez says. “It’s a cozy, moody
counterpoint to the great room.”

“It’s a beautiful, bright environment,”
Martinez says. “It’s a place to get away
from the busyness of life in San Francisco
and to connect with friends and family.”
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Exterior materials include metal roofing,
cementitious painted siding for fire safety, and
aroof-mounted fire detection and protection
system. “It brings a lot of peace and calm to
our clients,” Wade says, noting the massive
Napa-Sonoma fires of 2020 occurred while
the home was under construction.

Completed in early 2021, the home
functioned as a respite from city living during
the shutdowns of the pandemic and ever since.

“It’s a beautiful, bright environment,”
Martinez says. “It’s a place to get away from
the busyness of life in San Francisco and to
connect with friends and family.” cu
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ABOVE The blues of the family
room offer a moody counter-
point to the rest of the home.

LEFT Martinez says she
loves the “refined simplicity
and sophistication” of the
primary bathroom.

opPPOSITE The primary bed-
room features a seating area
for the homeowners to enjoy
their morning coffee.
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